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Glossary 
 
Background scatter: Artefacts whose spatial position is conditioned more by natural forces than 
by human agency. 
 
Donax scraper: White sand mussel shell (Donax serra) flaked along its wider margin to create what 
appears to have been a scraping tool. 
 
Early Stone Age: Period of the Stone Age extending approximately between 2 million and 20 000 
years ago. 
 
Hand-axe: A bifacially flaked, pointed stone tool type typical of the Early Stone Age. 
 
Holocene: The geological period spanning the last approximately 10-12 000 years. 
 
Howieson’s Poort industry: an industry of the Middle Stone Age occurring some 65 000 to 60 000 
years ago (Jacobs et al. 2008). 
 
Later Stone Age: Period of the Stone Age extending over the last approximately 20 000 years. 
 
Middle Stone Age: Period of the Stone Age extending approximately between 200 000 and 20 000 
years ago. 
 
Pleistocene: The geological period beginning approximately 2.5 million years ago and preceding 
the Holocene. 
 
Quaternary: the final geological period dating to the last 3.6 million years. 
 
Still Bay industry: an industry of the Middle Stone Age occurring some 73 000 to 70 000 years ago 
(Jacobs et al. 2008). 
 
 

Abbreviations 
 
ASAPA: Association of Southern African 
Professional Archaeologists 
 
CRM: Cultural Resources Management 
 
DEIC: Dutch East India Company 
 
ESA: Early Stone Age 
 
HIA: Heritage Impact Assessment 
 
HPOZ: Heritage Protection Overlay Zone 
 
HWC: Heritage Western Cape 
 

LSA: Later Stone Age 
 
MSA: Middle Stone Age 
 
NHRA: National Heritage Resources Act (No. 
25) of 1999 
 
SAHRA: South African Heritage Resources 
Agency 
 
SAHRIS: South African Heritage Resources 
Information System 
 
TMNP: Table Mountain National Park 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
ASHA Consulting (Pty) Ltd was appointed by the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research 
(CSIR) to conduct a desktop assessment of heritage resources in the southern part of the Cape 
Peninsula (referred to as the Far South; Figures 1 – 3). The assessment is required in order to 
inform a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) being carried out by the CSIR on behalf of the 
City of Cape Town (CoCT).  
 

 
 
Figure 1: 1:250 000 map showing the location of the Cape Peninsula relative to Cape Town and 
False Bay. 
 
1.1. Project description & terms of reference 
 
A key strategy of the City of Cape Town’s 2012 Spatial Development Framework (SDF) was to 
“manage urban growth and create a balance between urban development and environmental 
protection” (CCT SDF 2012). The CoCT has recognised that this balance is critical in the Far South 
because of the natural assets offered by the area, the nature of urban development within it and 
the constraints associated with the provision of bulk infrastructure. The Spatial Development Plan 

3318 (Mapping information supplied by Chief 
Directorate: National Geo-Spatial Information. 
Website: wwwi.ngi.gov.za) 
 

N 
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(SDP) associated with the SDF identified areas that could potentially be developed as well as areas 
requiring protection. Development results in impacts to both the natural and socio-economic 
environments and, in order to minimise these potential impacts, the SEA has been commissioned. 
It aims to provide a better understanding of the potential impacts of development and to enable 
informed decision-making in the potentially developable areas.  
 
The present report was commissioned as a specialist study in order to provide greater detail on 
the heritage resources of the Far South such that they could be adequately accommodated within 
the broader SEA. 
 

 
 
Figure 2: 1:50 000 topographic map showing the locations of the various Far South suburbs 
included in the study. Some minor suburbs are incorporated within their more established 
neighbours where this is more sensible. The red outlines denote the approximate boundaries of the 
study area (see also Figure 3). 
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Figure 3: Map of the southern district of the Cape Peninsula showing those areas falling within the 
ambit of the present study. The red dashed lines denote the urban edge. 
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1.2. The authors 
 
Dr Jayson Orton has an MA (UCT, 2004) and a D.Phil (Oxford, UK, 2013), both in archaeology, and 
has been conducting Heritage Impact Assessments and archaeological specialist studies in the 
Western Cape and Northern Cape provinces of South Africa since 2004. He has also conducted 
research on aspects of the Later Stone Age in these provinces and published widely on the topic. 
He is accredited with the Association of Southern African Professional Archaeologists (ASAPA) 
CRM section (Member #233) as follows: 

 Principal Investigator: Stone Age, Shell Middens & Grave Relocation; and 

 Field Director:  Colonial Period & Rock Art. 
 
Carol Orton has a Masters in Landscape Architecture (UCT 2011). Since 2006 she has, on an ad-hoc 
basis, assisted with historical research and landscape design projects. 
 
1.3. Declaration of independence 
 
ASHA Consulting (Pty) Ltd and its consultants have no financial or other interest in the project and 
will derive no benefits other than fair remuneration for consulting services provided. 
 

2. HERITAGE LEGISLATION 
 
The National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA) No. 25 of 1999 protects a variety of heritage 
resources as follows: 

 Section 34: structures older than 60 years; 

 Section 35: palaeontological, prehistoric and historical material (including ruins) more than 
100 years old; 

 Section 36: graves and human remains older than 60 years and located outside of a formal 
cemetery administered by a local authority; and 

 Section 37: public monuments and memorials. 
 
Following Section 2, the definitions applicable to the above protections are as follows: 

 Structures: “any building, works, device or other facility made by people and which is fixed 
to land, and includes any fixtures, fittings and equipment associated therewith”; 

 Palaeontological material: “any fossilised remains or fossil trace of animals or plants which 
lived in the geological past, other than fossil fuels or fossiliferous rock intended for 
industrial use, and any site which contains such fossilised remains or trace”; 

 Archaeological material: a) “material remains resulting from human activity which are in a 
state of disuse and are in or on land and which are older than 100 years, including 
artefacts, human and hominid remains and artificial features and structures”; b) “rock art, 
being any form of painting, engraving or other graphic representation on a fixed rock 
surface or loose rock or stone, which was executed by human agency and which is older 
than 100 years, including any area within 10m of such representation”; c) “wrecks, being 
any vessel or aircraft, or any part thereof, which was wrecked in South Africa, whether on 
land, in the internal waters, the territorial waters or in the maritime culture zone of the 
Republic, as defined respectively in sections 3, 4 and 6 of the Maritime Zones Act, 1994 
(Act No. 15 of 1994), and any cargo, debris or artefacts found or associated therewith, 
which is older than 60 years or which SAHRA considers to be worthy of conservation”; and 
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d) “features, structures and artefacts associated with military history which are older than 
75 years and the sites on which they are found”; 

 Grave: “means a place of interment and includes the contents, headstone or other marker 
of such a place and any other structure on or associated with such place”; and 

 Public monuments and memorials: “all monuments and memorials a) “erected on land 
belonging to any branch of central, provincial or local government, or on land belonging to 
any organisation funded by or established in terms of the legislation of such a branch of 
government”; or b) “which were paid for by public subscription, government funds, or a 
public-spirited or military organisation, and are on land belonging to any private 
individual.” 

 
While landscapes with cultural significance do not have a dedicated Section in the NHRA, they are 
protected under the definition of the National Estate (Section 3). Section 3(2)(c) and (d) list 
“historical settlements and townscapes” and “landscapes and natural features of cultural 
significance” as part of the National Estate.  
 
Under the definitions in Section 2 (vi) of the NHRA, “cultural significance means aesthetic, 
architectural, historical, scientific, social, spiritual, linguistic or technological value or significance”. 
Furthermore, Section 3(3) describes the reasons a place or object may have cultural heritage value 
as follows: 
 

(a) Its importance in the community, or pattern of South Africa’s history; 
(b) Its possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of South Africa’s natural or 

cultural heritage; 
(c) Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of South Africa’s 

natural or cultural heritage; 
(d) Its importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a particular class of South 

Africa’s natural or cultural places or objects; 
(e) Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by a community or 

cultural group; 
(f) Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a 

particular period; 
(g) Its strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social, 

cultural or spiritual reasons; 
(h) Its strong or special association with the life or work of a person, group or organisation of 

importance in the history of South Africa; and 
(i) Sites of significance relating to the history of slavery in South Africa. 

 
It is the kinds of sites and places in the study area that display these characteristics that this report 
seeks to identify and describe. 
 

3. METHODS 
 
3.1. Reporting 
 
The entire project was carried out from the desktop and relied solely on material available for 
review. Available literature consulted included published material, unpublished commercial 
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reports and online material, including reports sourced from the South African Heritage Resources 
Information System (SAHRIS n.d.). 
 
3.2. Assumptions and limitations  
 
The study is carried out from the desktop only and, although the principal author has extensive 
knowledge of the Far South, there are undoubtedly specific heritage resources that have been 
overlooked in the compilation of this review. However, this should not negatively affect the 
outcomes of the SEA since it is examining the Far South at a much broader level. 
 
3.3. Grading 
 
Section 7 of the NHRA provides for the grading of heritage resources into those of National (Grade 
1), Provincial (Grade 2) and Local (Grade 3) significance. Grading is intended to allow for the 
identification of the appropriate level of management for any given heritage resource. Grade 1 
and 2 resources are intended to be managed by the national and provincial heritage resources 
authorities respectively, while Grade 3 resources would be managed by the relevant local planning 
authority. These bodies are responsible for grading, but anyone may make recommendations for 
grading – something that is, at times, specifically required in Heritage Impact Assessments (HIAs). 
 
It is intended that the various provincial authorities formulate a system for the further detailed 
grading of heritage resources of local significance but this is generally yet to happen. Heritage 
Western Cape (2012), however, uses a system in which resources of local significance are divided 
into Grade 3A, 3B and 3C. These approximately equate to high, medium and low local significance, 
while sites of very low or no significance (and generally not requiring mitigation or other 
interventions) are left ungraded. This grading system is employed in the present report. 
 
 

4. PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXT 
 
The South Peninsula is primarily a marine and mountainous environment. It consists of a relatively 
narrow strip of land with some steep topography, surrounded by the cold Atlantic Ocean. The 
coastline varies from steep cliffs to broad, white sandy beaches. Much of the mountain land is 
incorporated within the Table Mountain National Park (TMNP) which is unique in being largely 
surrounded by urban development and crossed by numerous public roads. Although windswept 
much of the time, the peninsula is attractive, with visually spectacular contrasts between the 
mountainous topography, the valleys and the ocean. It also has a rich natural botanical heritage 
for which the TMNP is one of the eight areas included within the Cape Floral Region Protected 
Areas World Heritage Site (UNESCO 2014a). 
 
Urban settlements in the Peninsula developed where topography allowed and more specifically in 
response to the needs of Cape Town as a whole. As a result, some of the first settlements occurred 
in relation to natural harbours (Cape Town and Simon’s Town) or rich agricultural land (the 
Liesbeek River valley in the northern Peninsula and Noordhoek in the south). The artery which 
developed between Cape Town and the safe winter harbour established in Simon’s Town slowly 
became dotted with settlements which provided for the needs of travellers between the two 
towns. Holiday accommodation also became a feature of the area due to the scenic beauty and 
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relatively warm False Bay waters. In this way small towns became established in the South 
Peninsula. In the past there were a number of farms, but with rezoning and subdivision for 
residential and commercial development the rural character of the Peninsula has slowly been lost 
in favour of urban expansion. Currently development and infrastructure upgrades are responding 
largely to the need for residential accommodation in the City. 
 
The suburbs vary greatly in their landscape setting and natural character with some being located 
predominantly on steep slopes (e.g. St James, Kalk Bay, Glencairn Heights and Simons Town), 
some being strongly linear in response to their environmental setting (e.g. St James, Clovelly and 
Glencairn) and others being spread out in the bases of valleys (e.g. the suburbs of the Fish Hoek 
Noordhoek valley). Unlike the southern suburbs running northwards from Muizenberg, several of 
the suburbs in the Far South are disconnected from one another such that one is required to travel 
through undeveloped areas between suburbs – this provides a special character to the area. 
 
The Peninsula is well provided with roads, although traffic is an increasing problem as 
development expands. A railway line services the eastern margin of the peninsula but the once 
planned railway from Fish Hoek to Kommetjie was never built. 
 
The character of the Cape Peninsula is conditioned largely by its prominent ridge of mountains 
that runs almost continuously along its length; the only break is the Fish Hoek to Noordhoek 
Valley. The study area includes the edge of the mountains north of the ‘Fish Hoek gap’ and most of 
the southern section running towards, but not including, the Cape Point section of the TMNP. 
 
Specific descriptions of the physical character of each suburb are not provided here – these appear 
below under Section 5.8 that deals with cultural landscape, heritage character and sense of place. 
 
It is noted that the CoCT has designated a number of Heritage Protection Overlay Zones (HPOZs) in 
its zoning scheme (CoCT 2010). These are designed to control development in a manner that is 
sensitive to the heritage character of those areas. Two HPOZs lie within the present study area: 
one covers the Muizenberg to Kalk Bay area and another covers the historical core of Simon’s 
Town. 
 

5. CULTURAL HERITAGE IN THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
 
Since a field assessment of the study area was not required for the project, this section of the 
report provides the background against which further development of the Far South can be 
assessed. It essentially contains the heritage findings of the study. Here we establish what is 
known about heritage resources in the study area and highlight those cultural features that are of 
significance from the perspective of the NHRA (as described in Section 2 above) and that should be 
protected in order to maintain and even enhance cultural heritage in the Far South. 
 
5.1. Palaeontological aspects 
 
Using the SAHRIS Palaeomap (SAHRA n.d.) it is possible to gain a broad understanding of the 
palaeontological sensitivity of the South Peninsula (Figure 4). It is evident that much of the area 
presently under development, and around which future development could possibly occur, is 



ASHA Consulting (Pty) Ltd | Reg. no.: 2013/220482/07 8 

coloured in blue or green. Areas coloured in blue generally indicate underlying geological deposits 
of low palaeontological sensitivity, while those in green denote moderate sensitivity. 
 
Starting from the base of the geological sequence, granite and weathered granite deposits occur 
around the coastline with limited outcrops on the southern edge of Fish Hoek Bay and somewhat 
larger outcrops in the Simon’s Town to Murdock Valley area. In the northwest are the well-known 
granite cliffs below Chapman’s Peak Drive stretching northwards from just above Noordhoek 
Beach towards Hout Bay. Granitic deposits also occur inland in the western, high-lying parts of the 
Fish Hoek valley to the south of Sun Valley and the Fish Hoek Sports Fields, as well as in the 
Noordhoek valley. The granite is an intrusive rock whose age is younger than that of the overlying 
geology (Theron 1984). The granites are unfossiliferous (Almond and Pether 2008) and pose no 
restrictions on development in terms of fossil heritage. 
 
Overlying the granite is the Table Mountain Group. The lowest unit within this groups is the 
Graafwater Formation which is composed of sandstone, siltstone and mudstone. This formation 
occurs relatively infrequently in the study area with outcrops along the southern margin of the 
Fish Hoek valley, extending into the area of Masiphumele, and a number of small outcrops on the 
eastern and northern sides of the Noordhoek valley, the latter under the suburbs of Crofter’s 
Valley and Noordhaven. The fossil potential of these rocks is regarded by Almond and Pether 
(2008) as being low and they therefor do not pose restrictions to development. 
 
Overlying the Graafwater Formation are the thick sandstone beds of the Peninsula Formation. 
These rocks are seldom encountered in urban areas with the only notable occasions being in Da 
Gama Park and the upper parts of Scarborough. These rocks, too, are generally of moderate 
palaeontological sensitivity (Almond & Pether 2008). 
 
SAHRIS (n.d.) shows the Peninsula mountain areas as being of high sensitivity but this is likely an 
ambiguous reflection based on the sensitivity of the whole TMG package; elsewhere the Table 
Mountain group includes the Cederberg Formation which has very high sensitivity. 
 
The remaining deposits are the younger, Quaternary-aged unconsolidated surface deposits 
(Theron 1984). These have often formed from erosion of older sediments or have been deposited 
by wind. Along the steeper slopes below the outcrops of Peninsula Formation sandstone are 
screes and sands that have formed from erosion of the sandstone. These occur under urban areas 
in St James, Kalk Bay, Clovelly, the slopes of Elsie’s Peak in the Fish Hoek valley, Glencairn Heights, 
Glencairn, Welcome Glen, Simon’s Town, Misty Cliffs and the upper slopes of Capri. These deposits 
are quite extensive in the upper parts of the Noordhoek valley but are generally beyond the reach 
of residential development. Lower down are the pale grey sandy soils that fill the valleys of Fish 
Hoek, Glencairn (along the Else River), the eastern parts of Kommetjie, Ocean view and the basin 
between Imhoff’s Gift, Capri, Sun Valley and Noordhoek. Both of these deposits are generally of 
low palaeontological sensitivity in the study area (SAHRA n.d.), although Almond & Pether (2008) 
note that the Miocene lignites, or fossil peats, that are known to occur in the Noordhoek valley are 
very important, particularly for the rich pollen record they contain. 
 
The final geological deposit of relevance here is the white, shelly aeolian sand that has blown 
inland from the coast. These deposits have, under the force of the summer south-easterly winds, 
typically formed long dune plumes that extend towards the northwest. These run through the 
northern part of Fish Hoek valley towards the Skildergatkop Ridge, up the northern part of the 
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Glencairn Valley over the ridge and towards, but not reaching, Sun Valley, and up various small 
valleys above the beaches north of Simon’s Town. On the western side of the Peninsula these 
deposits occur in the lower-lying areas of Scarborough, Soetwater and Kommetjie as well as the 
strip behind Noordhoek Beach. These deposits are indicated on SAHRIS (n.d.) as being of moderate 
sensitivity. Their valley and coastal settings mean that they are frequently found under urban 
areas and could easily be subjected to further development pressure in the future. 
 
5.2. Archaeological aspects 
 
The urban areas of the Cape Peninsula have been developed for a long time and there is no doubt 
that many archaeological sites have been destroyed by urban expansion. Nevertheless, there are 
likely to still be further sites, both pre-colonial and historical, that could be negatively affected by 
future urban development in the area. Such sites would be regarded as even more significant now 
than in the past because of their rarity. 
 
The majority of pre-colonial archaeological sites are coastal because of the abundant marine 
resources in the form of shellfish that were so easily available for collection. The Cape Peninsula 
also has a number of rock shelters that are in close proximity to the sea and, while these are 
unlikely to experience direct impacts from development, indirect impacts are a concern as the 
density of residents increases. Vandalism of the well-known Peers Cave in the Fish Hoek valley is 
an obvious case in point with the site having had much graffiti added to its walls over the years, a 
practice that continues despite repeated cleaning of the walls (Deacon 2013). An Early Stone Age 
(ESA) site lower down on Skildergatkop, to the southeast of Peers Cave, has apparently had 
extensive illegal collection of artefacts over the years by a now-deceased local resident1. 
 
This review commences in the northeast, at St James, and moves clockwise around the Peninsula’s 
coastal areas to Noordhoek and finishes with observations from the central part of the study area 
around Sun Valley and Skildergatkop. It discusses all archaeological sites regardless of whether 
they lie within the actual ‘footprint’ of the study area or not because they are very sensitive to 
indirect impacts that result from excessive visitation by people as occurs when development 
increases in any area. More detail is provided for archaeology than for other heritage resource 
types because archaeological resources are often easily overlooked and are far more difficult for 
the lay person to identify. 
 
 

                                                        
1 The Fish Hoek Valley Museum has in its collection many artefacts said to have come from this site. 
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Figure 4: Extract from the SAHRIS Palaeomap indicating palaeontological sensitivity in the South 
Peninsula. Source: SAHRA (n.d.). 
 
 
5.2.1. East coast 
 
The steep slopes of the Muizenberg to Clovelly area are not likely to have been conducive to the 
deposition of many shell middens and none are known from along the coast in this area. However, 
there are a few places where middens might once have been found and where remnants could 
still be preserved. These are immediately southeast of the St James Station (Figure 5) and the area 
south of the Kalk Bay Harbour (Figure 6). The latter, however, was once occupied by several 
houses which means that Stone Age resources could have been destroyed and replaced by 
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historical ones (Figure 7). Above the Main Road, behind the first row of houses, fragments of 
shellfish have been seen (personal observation 2012) which hints at the existence of at least some 
shell scatter in this area. Around the entrance to Clovelly Road there might also be some Stone 
Age material remaining but this area is generally very disturbed. One Later Stone Age (LSA) shell 
midden was recorded historically by Jager (1965 in Olivier 1978) along the Silvermine River but 
Olivier (1978) was unable to relocate it. Above Kalk Bay, in the hill known as Trappieskop, are a 
series of caves and rock shelters that have been inhabited during the Stone Age. Several 
excavations have taken place but sadly none of these has been within the modern era of proper 
scientific excavation where everything is properly documented. Nero’s Cave produced a 3.15 m 
sequence of deposits although the lower 1.6 m appear to have not been archaeological. The upper 
material comprised of dark soil with scattered archaeological materials, an approximately 1.1 m 
thick LSA shell midden and some overlying modern leaf litter (Goodwin & Peers 1953). Nearby 
Peers Shelter yielded a 1.5 m thick shell midden followed by 30 cm of almost sterile dark soil and 
then about 1 m of lighter sand with abundant Howieson’s Poort material in it (Goodwin & Peers 
1953). These two sites and some of the others on Trappieskop (Olivier 1978) may well have drawn 
habitation away from the immediate coastline as people sought the shelter of the rock overhangs 
in preference to living out in the open. Another site, Dale Rose Parlour, was “excavated” by school 
boys but because the original material seems to relate to only one period of the Middle Stone Age 
(MSA), there is still some value in an analysis of the collection. Minichillo (2005) found the material 
to be typical of what is referred to as the Still Bay period of the MSA. MSA flakes are also present 
in the mouth of Boomslang Cave on Cave Peak above Clovelly (personal observation 2009). 
 

 
 

Figure 5: Aerial view of the St James Station area Figure 6: Aerial view of the Kalk Bay Harbour 
showing the area in which pre-colonial remains precinct showing the area in which pre- 
might be preserved. (Source: CoCT Viewer n.d.) colonial remains may be preserved. (Source: 
       CoCT Viewer n.d.) 
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Figure 7: View over Kalk Bay as seen in 1926. The development of the point south of the harbour is 
evident. Much of this area is clear of development today. Source: Fish Hoek Valley Museum. 
 
Historical archaeological resources may occur in this area but with so little vacant land they may 
never be exposed to development, although, as noted above, the point at Kalk Bay might well 
contain historical archaeological traces. It is known that a tidal fish trap was once present at Kalk 
Bay (Walker 2014). Although said by Walker to have been a Khoekhoe fish trap, this was not the 
case: fish traps are known to have been built by historical communities (Hine et al. 2010). 
 
The Fish Hoek valley floor is known to have contained archaeological materials but none of these 
appear to have survived. People talk of collecting artefacts and beads from the sand dunes close 
to the Silvermine River in the mid-twentieth century which indicates that archaeological sites were 
likely present there. Indeed, Peringuey (1911) mentions a midden close to the eastern foot of the 
Skildergatkop ridge, while Rudner (1968) had, in 1951, visited shell middens in the dunes of the 
valley, behind the beach and at Clovelly – all of them, he noted, had been removed by 1968. The 
central, lowest-lying part of the valley was once a windswept sandy plain and might not have been 
occupied. A few water-rolled stone artefacts have been seen on Fish Hoek beach (personal 
observation 2011) and this could be an indication of older material buried beneath the Holocene 
aeolian sands currently mantling the valley floor. On the eastern toe of Skildergatkop there was an 
ESA site (Cobern 1984) that has apparently been extensively collected. This is likely the same site 
described many years before by Peringuey (1911) who noted ESA artefacts associated with a 
ferruginous gravel at the foot of the ridge as well as some higher up among the rocks. He also 
noted the presence of LSA material in both localities. Colonel Hardy located and collected a Still 
Bay site at the foot of the ridge in the same area (Goodwin & Van Ret Lowe 1929). This site 
contained the so-called ‘lance-head type’ which we now refer to as Still Bay points. Goodwin and 
Van Riet Lowe (1929) also mention the finding by Colonel Hardy of large crescents (now referred 
to as segments) in Fish Hoek without giving the location. These artefacts are characteristic of what 
is known as the Howieson’s Poort Industry. On the other side of the valley, there are ephemeral 
indications of archaeological material in rock shelters on Elsie’s Peak but no proper deposits 
appear to be present (personal observation 2005). Because the valley has been largely built up 
since before the days of commercial surveys, there have been few achaeological surveys carried 
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out. Halkett (1997) examined the area behind the northern part of the beach and located no pre-
colonial material. 
 
The Glencairn Valley is virtually completely unknown with very little on record and nothing found 
in the few surveys that have been carried out in the area (Finnegan & Orton 2007a; Hart 2004a; 
Orton 2005a, 2011). The only mentions of pre-colonial archaeology are Gracie’s (1946) note of 
MSA material having been found there, but without any description, and Rudner’s (1968:511) note 
that “there were earlier middens on the beach, now they are removed.” The rocky promontory at 
the north end of the beach could potentially harbour shell deposits. At the foot of the slope on 
which Glencairn Heights is built is the old Glencairn factory of the Cape Glass Company Ltd which 
operated there from 1902 to 1905. The site, although relatively recent, is historically important for 
technological reasons: it was among the first factories in the world to have been established to 
produce bottles solely by machine (Saitowitz et al. 1985). Welcome Cottage, a historic farmhouse, 
is located in the upper part of the valley (Fransen 2004) and may well have historical 
archaeological deposits associated with it. This has never been tested and with the relatively 
recent development of the suburb of Welcome Glen around this house there may well never be 
the opportunity of discovering this. 
 
The Simon’s Town area has also been developed for a long time such that many Stone Age coastal 
deposits are likely to have long since been destroyed, including those in the dockyard area as 
noted by Rudner (1968). There are a number of places along the coast where the potential exists 
to find shell middens but these are generally areas where development would not happen, for 
example, some of the undeveloped land around Foxy Beach, northwest of Boulders Beach. 
Ironicallly, one midden has in fact been recorded in this area in the past (Gracie 1946) and has now 
had a boardwalk built over it to facilitate access to the penguin colony. The integrity and present 
condition of this site is unknown. In the harbour area Gracie (1946) commented on a disturbed 
shell midden, while further south he recorded shell middens close to the golf course. One of the 
latter was later said by Olivier (1978) to be very significant but badly damaged. A small rock shelter 
in the valley housing the Admirals Waterfall contains a small archaeological midden deposit in very 
poor condition (personal observation 20102). The site has been vandalised and the walls are well 
covered with graffiti. On Red Hill above Simon’s Town, Kaplan (2001a) located some MSA and LSA 
stone artefacts, while Breuil (1945 in Gracie 1946) located ESA material above Seaforth. A few 
surveys in and around the town have, unsurprisingly, failed to yield any Stone Age material 
(Kaplan 2004; Van Schalkwyk 2006). 
 
To the south of Simon’s Town, Olivier (1978) and Halkett (1999) recorded a very large shell midden 
at Miller’s Point. The site is important, especially since it appears to include contact period 
deposits as evidenced by a number of relatively early colonial period artefacts found on it. Other 
archaeological sites are known from the coastline further south, such as at Partridge Point (Halket 
2009) and Smitswinkelbaai (Olivier 1978; Poggenpoel & Robertshaw 1981) but they are outside of 
the present study area. Many pre-colonial sites are also known from the Cape Point area. 
 
In the middle of Simon’s Town, Halkett (2012) described a historical deposit uncovered during 
development works on a vacant plot. A wealth of archaeological material dating to between the 
mid-eighteenth and mid-nineteenth centuries was found. While some may have been linked to the 
old Military Hospital, some is certainly older. This site demonstrates what can happen on 

                                                        
2 That this shelter has been mentioned before in print is known to the author but the reference could not be located. 
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undeveloped land in strongly historical areas, although such finds are generally uncommon. A 
small test excavation in the south of Simon’s Town revealed occasional historical artefacts likely 
associated with 19th or early 20th century houses (Orton 2010). Because of the duration of 
occupation of Simon’s Town, there may well be historical archaeological material in many areas of 
the town. 
 
5.2.2. West Coast 
 
Moving to the west coast of the study area, Olivier (1978) listed several shell middens around 
Scarborough. These sites are vulnerable because they occur in an area well-frequented by people. 
Just south of the village is the Bonteberg Rock Shelter that was excavated in the 1960s and which 
revealed a LSA occupation dating within the last few thousand years (Maggs & Speed 1967). 
Several other rock shelters occur along the cliffs behind Scarborough and Misty Cliffs with one 
having been excavated in the early twentieth century by Drennan (Goodwin & Van Riet Lowe 
1929; Olivier 1978). Goodwin reports that a shell midden was present in the shelter and that it 
contained many interesting bone artefacts. 
 
The Soetwater area appears ideal for locating archaeological sites. Four surveys in the area 
resulted in the recording of several shell middens and much light shell scatter that appeared to 
relate more to storm beach deposits than human shellfish consumption (Hakett 1999b, 1999c; 
Olivier 1978; Rudner 1968). One of the middens found by Halkett (1999b) is suggested to be the 
0.8 m deep midden described by Olivier (1978). The site was eroding badly at the time of both the 
1978 and 1999 inspections (Figure 8) and may even have been lost altogether by now. The 
presence of two or possibly three tidal fish traps was also noted at Soetwater by Halkett (1999c). 
Shell scatters also occur in rock shelters along the base of the cliffs above Soetwater. A possible 
grave was also located on a sand dune; although there is no evidence to prove this, it is possible 
that it is the grave of a crew member of the ship Clan Monroe as noted by Raimondo & Grindley 
(1996). However, it is noted that one of three graves close to the Slangkop Lighthouse is claimed 
to be that of the Clan Monroe sailor (Friends of the Kommetjie Library 2002). 
 

 
 
Figure 8: Shell Midden SM2 as recorded by Halkett (1999b) and thought to be Olivier’s (1978) WS1. 
If it still exists, this is likely the thickest shell midden remaining in the Peninsula. (Source: Halkett 
1999b.) 
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The vicinity of Kommetjie is also known to have had a number of archaeological sites (Olivier 1978; 
Parkington & Kaplan 1990) but it seems that many have been disturbed. Three sites were 
excavated and, while the majority of sites in the area did not appear to contain much cultural 
material, one of the excavated sites was particularly rich yielding stone artefacts, ostrich eggshell 
beads, pottery and many Donax scrapers. It is notable that Rudner (1968) had previously stripped 
pottery from sites in this area. Olivier (1978) also mentions fish traps in the Kommetjie area, one 
of which was said to have formed the basis of the old tidal pool, but no other mention of these 
features could be traced. 
 
Collections of archaeological stone artefacts have been made in the Noordhoek area by Colonel 
Hardy and by Jager, both amateurs, in the early to mid-twenteth century. Although the quality of 
Jager’s work was deemed acceptable by Olivier (1978), that author was unable to work out the 
localities at which the collections were made because of the great deal of development that had 
occurred in Noordhoek since Jager’s map was produced. His collection apparently included ESA, 
MSA, LSA and historical materials. Goodwin and Van Riet Lowe (1929) note that Colonel Hardy had 
collected ESA, MSA and LSA material in Noordhoek; the MSA included artefacts from the Still Bay 
period. It is sad that despite a fair amount of material having been collected, little is known of the 
locations and context of the finds. Olivier (1978) located a number of archaeological sites close to 
what used to be the Noordhoek Salt Pan and behind the northern half of Noordhoek Beach. The 
sites at the Salt Pan were MSA stone artefact scatters in disturbed contexts. None of the sites 
behind the beach appeared particularly significant – some might even have been storm beach. 
However, Olivier (1978) notes the presence of a few artefacts at one and that Jalmar Rudner had 
collected pottery from another of them. Rudner (1968) writes that he collected pottery from eight 
sites behind Noordhoek beach but it is likely that Olivier could not locate any of these because of 
the growth of invasive alien vegetaion in the area. Parkington and Poggenpoel (1989) listed 
historical observations made in the vicinity of the Salt Pan and the area to its west; these included 
LSA shell middens and MSA stone artefact scatters (Goodwin & Van Roet Lowe 1929; Mossop n.d. 
in Parkington & Poggenpoel 1989). Peringuey (1911) mentions ESA and LSA material ‘near a 
lagoon’ which is most likely the Salt Pan, while Rudner (1968) also noted MSA material in the 
dunes behind the beach. These have largely been destroyed by development around the Salt Pan 
(which was dredged to create an artificial lake in the 1970s) or else permanently lost through the 
acretion of sand in areas once infested by alien vegetation but now densely vegetated with 
fynbos. A small survey between the Salt Pan and Wildevoelvlei, close to Masiphumelele, revealed 
an ephemeral scatter of LSA material that included stone artefacts, bone fragments and a 
potsherd alongside a small pan as well as a number of isolated LSA artefacts (Orton & Hart 2005). 
Similar isolated artefacts and shell fragments were noted close to the Salt Pan to the northeast 
(Orton 2004) confirming a general presence of LSA people in the valley. Morris’s (1992) catalogue 
of burials recovered from South Africa shows that twenty burials had been found in Noordhoek. 
Most of these were associated with coastal shell middens but a double burial, dated around 3450 
BC (Sealy & Van der Merwe 1988) was recovered close to Noordhoek Main Road, near where the 
old drive-in theatre used to be. This area has the greatest density of Stone Age burials from the 
Peninsula and suggests that the area was well-occupied during the LSA. 
 
One historical excavation in Noordhoek has recorded a historical farm cottage in the centre of the 
Noordhoek Valley (Orton 2013). The two-roomed cottage likely dates to the mid-nineteenth 
century and was built from stone and sun-baked brick in three phases, typical of traditional long 
houses. The foundation of a second similar cottage occurs nearby but is currentlly in use as a car 
park. 
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5.2.3. Inland areas 
 
ESA material has been found in the Glencairn area but from Peringuey’s (1911:68) description 
(“discovered along the only possible opening that could lead to the “Kommetjee,” on the other 
side of that part of the peninsula”) we cannot deduce accurately where his site was. Kaplan 
(2001b) noted that ESA hand-axes had been collected on the Brakklook Farm, south of Sun Valley 
in the past. This could point to the location of Peringuey’s site. Kaplan (2001b) also found isolated 
MSA and LSA artefacts in the area. 
 
Lining the northern edge of the study area in the central part of the Fish Hoek Noordhoek Valley is 
the ridge of Skildergatkop, also known as Dassenberg. This area is very well known for the large 
rock shelter known as Peer’s Cave that overlooks Sun Valley. This site is one of several 
archaeologial sites known to occur  on the ridge. It was visited since the early 20th century: a Mr 
J.C. van der Poll collected artefacts from the surface of the deposit and then informed A.J.H. 
Goodwin of his finds. Goodwin (1929) then visited the cave and dug a trench through the upper 
midden deposits but found further work to be ‘inconvenient’. The father and son team of Victor 
and Bertie Peers then set about excavation of the cave in the late 1920s and early 1930s. Although 
Goodwin (1929:126) claimed that the excavations were “being done in a methodical and careful 
way” we know today that this was not neccesarily the case. Although fairly decent notes were 
retained, the majority of artefacts were not. The collections were thus heavily selected in nature 
and not representative of the archaeology as deposited. The finds from the cave included a suite 
of eight Stone Age burials of which the so-called ‘Fish Hoek Man’ is most famous for its mis-
association with MSA deposits – the skeleton is now known to be about 7650 years old (Stynder et 
al. 2009). The Fish Hoek Municipality produced a book on the cave in 1941 which outlined the 
work done and the  the discoveries made (Jager 1941). Subsequent excavations were carried out 
by Keith Jolley in 1946-1947, Barbara Anthony in 1963 and Thomas Volman in 2002, the latter in 
order to try and determine whether there was anything of research value remaining in the cave – 
results were disappointing but some of the earliest deposits are still intact (personal observation 
2002). Much has been said about Peer’s Cave in subsequent publications and this will not be 
repeated here. However, it is pertinent to note that the site was considered for declaration as a 
National Monument (which would be a Provincial Heritage Site under today’s legislation) in 1941 
but the declaration was not carried through. When reconsidered in later years it was felt that the 
scientific value of the site had dwindled too much to make its further formal protection 
worthwhile. Intact today, this site could have been one of the most important archaeological sites 
in southern Africa – it contained deposits dating to the ESA, MSA and LSA, a feature common to 
only about five sites in South Africa. Other sites on the hill include ‘Tunnel Cave’ and ‘Skildergat 
Kop’, both excavated by H.S. Jager in the 1940s and later published by Malan (1955). An LSA open 
site is located on the crest of the ridge to the north of the rocky outcrops (personal observation 
2002). 
 
North of Skildergatkop is the Silvermine Valley. Although outside the study area, it is highly 
significant and worth a mention because of the possibility of secondary impacts. This valley carries 
much historical significance and bears the archaeological remains of some of the earliest mining 
endeavours in the Cape Colony as well as of early farming in the Peninsula. The so-called ‘Kruit 
Huis’ ruin has long been thought of as the powder house for the early mining activities but this is 
now known not to be the case. Scientist Peter Spargo (personal communication 2014) examined 
the mines and saw only the evidence of physical excavation. He notes that typical blasting marks 
(shot holes and characteristic rock fracture patterns) are completely absent. We do know that the 
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miners built a small hut for themselves because this is mentioned in print. Johann Vogel, who 
visited the mine in 1688, reported that he “returned to the hut which had been built by the miners 
working there” (Spargo 2010:8). Recent research in the valley has located the stone foundations of 
a very small structure that may well have been that hut (Orton, in preparation). The farm house 
ruins (including the Kruit Huis) also constitute an important heritage site that is degrading 
considerably. Several scatters of historical artefacts also occur in this valley and, although rather 
insignificant, are nonetheless vulnerable to collection by walkers in the area. 
 
5.3. Graves, graveyards and human remains 
 
Stone Age graves can be found in a variety of places and their presence cannot be predicted. As 
mentioned above, many have been found in Noordhoek in the past and Peer’s Cave yielded eight 
burials. They are often associated with shell middens or are found in rock shelters. Areas where 
the substrate is suitable for excavation by hand, such as coastal dunes, often seem to contain 
more burials but this may simply be a function of more time spent by people at the coast and 
hence a greater chance of dying and being buried there than inland. Morris (1992) lists numerous 
LSA burials or parts of human skeletons that have been recovered from the study area. In addition 
to those found in Peer’s Cave, these include the following areas (number of skeletons or partial 
skeletons in parentheses): 
 

 Kalk Bay (7); 

 Glencairn (1); 

 Simon’s Town (8); 

 Kommetjie (11); and 

 Noordhoek (20). 
 
A number of historical graveyards occur throughout the peninsula with some being very much 
unknown to most people. A review of the 1934 topographic map series of the Peninsula reveals 
the locations of these graveyards which are listed below: 
 

 At the northern end of Quarterdeck Road between St James and Kalk Bay, just below Boyes 
Drive, is a small cemetery which is unmarked, unmaintained and very difficult to recognise, 
even when standing within its boundary. A few graves are evident but others appear to have 
been overgrown and even partly buried by sediment (personal observation 2014). Of this 
graveyard, Gasson and Stuart Findlay (2006) write: “Hillside Cemetery at the end of 
Quaterdeck Road is zoned as public open space and when the grass is cut periodically the 
outlines of graves can still be seen in the earth.  As it was in use for nearly 30 years there are 
probably upward of 30 graves there, possibly as many as 50.” 

 The Holy Trinity Anglican Church Graveyard lies along Kalk Bay Main Road and contains graves 
dating between 1835 and 1914 (EGGSA n.d.). 

 The only graveyard within the Fish Hoek valley is the small one attached the the Dutch 
Reformed Church in Kommetjie Road. It has graves dating between 1895 and 1914 (EGGSA 
n.d.). This graveyard, interestingly, does not appear on the 1934 topographic map. It started 
out as an informal burial ground used by non-European labourers – the identity and number of 
these graves will never be known and they are no longer visible today. It then became a farm 
graveyard after Hester de Villiers bought the farm in 1883 and established a walled cemetery 
(Figure 9). The church now adjoining the graveyard dates to 1950 and it and its pastorie were 
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built over the area once used for burial of coloured folk; the graves, however, were apparently 
no longer visible at that time (Cobern 1984). 

 

 
 
Figure 9: View towards the northwest along Kommetjie Road in Fish Hoek as seen in 1928. The blue 
oval indicates the position of the informal burial ground in the old Outspan and the red oval the De 
Villiers family graveyard. Source: M. Cobern (1984: 133). 
 

 The large Dido Valley Cemetery lies along Main Road just south of Glencairn. It includes 
Commonwealth War Graves and graves of members of the Defence Force (EGGSA n.d.). 

 Several graveyards occur within the Simon’s Town area. These include the single grave of Able 
Seaman Just Nuisance (Van Schalkwyk 2006), the single grave at the Simon’s Town Museum, a 
large graveyard along Main Road just above Seaforth, and the Hugo Family graveyard in 
Murdock Valley which is a declared PHS (EGGSA n.d.; Fransen 2004). The Seaforth Burial 
ground was in use from 1813 to 1911 and contains the graves of Anglo Boer War prisoners 
who died while captive in Simon’s Town, sailors of various nationalities, Italians employed on 
the construction of the harbour in the early 20th century and many family graves (Simon’s 
Town Historical Society n.d.b). 

 Two or more graveyards were associated with the Brooklands settlement on Red Hill but the 
exact location of only two are known (Hart 2004b; Orton 2005b). 

 The 1934 topographic map indicates three graveyards associated with the Wildschuts Brand 
farm on the western side of Red Hill. There is one on either side of the road to Cape Point and 
one to the north of the Red Hill Road (Figure 10). None is obviously visible on either the 1945 
or the modern day aerial photography – these graves may not have been preserved or else are 
covered by vegetation. 

 The 1934 topographic map indicates graves northwest of Witsands at a place then known as 
Ocean View (Figure 11). Houses and cultivated lands are indicated and there must have been a 
small settlement there at the time (see Section 5.5 below). 

 One or more graves are shown on the 1934 map as being just north of the Slangkop Lighthouse 
in Kommetjie, probably just west of the western end of Clan Monroe Street. These graves are 
said to be those of sailors from the vessels Clan Monroe and SS Maori that were wrecked in 
the area (Friends of the Kommetjie Library 2002). 

 There is a graveyard associated with the Poespaskraal Farmhouse in Sunnydale. This graveyard 
is still present and lies 120 m due east of the house. 
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Figure 10: Extract from the 1934 topographic Figure 11: Extract from the 1934 topographic 
map series indicating the positions of graves on map series showing graves in the area north 
the west side of Red Hill (green ovals). The roads of Witsands Beach. The current road leading 
lead north over Red Hill to Simon’s Town, south to modern- day Ocean View to the north is 
to Cape Point and west to Scarborough.   shown by the dashed black line. 
 

 On the western flanks of Dassenberg, in the suburb today known as Crofter’s Valley, the 1934 
topographic map indicates a single grave but the 1957 map indicates this as a cemetery. 
Nothing further is known of this site but it appears as though it might have been located close 
to the western loop of the modern-day Ou Kaapse Weg road which was not present at that 
time. 

 On the northern side of Dassenberg the 1934 map marks further graves, also labelled a 
cemetery in 1957. Again nothing further of these is known but they would appear to be in the 
block formed between Old Cape Farm Road and Silvermine Road. 

 A small graveyard occurs within the grounds of the Cape Point Vineyards. It dates back to at 
least 1884 when it appears on a survey diagram of the farm (Orton 2014). 

 A large graveyard, known locally as the De Villiers Family Graveyard, lies in the upper part of 
the Noordhoek Valley, in the grounds of the De Goede Hoop Estate. A large number of graves 
is present but the cemetery is lacking in maintenance and several graves have been damaged 
by fallen tree limbs (Figure 12). 

 

 
 
Figure 12: View across the De Villiers Family Graveyard in the upper Noordhoek Valley as seen 
early in 2014. Note the fallen tree limbs. 
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 Just south of the De Goede Hoop Estate a small graveyard lies within the grounds of the 
Noordhoek Farm Village. It does not appear on survey diagrams and Orton (2014) was unable 
to determine its age. It has been badly vandalised. 

 The last known cemetery in the Noordhoek area is the so-called ’Coloured Graveyard’ south of 
Leerdam Road in Noordhoek. It is not known how old the cemetery is but it was certainly 
present in 1945 and on a 1909 topographic map the word ‘Cemetery’ appears but it is unclear 
to what the label refers. The ‘C’, however, is in the correct location (Orton 2014). 

 Cobern (1984) describes a small cemetery containing six graves that once lay approximately in 
the region of the intersection of Felucca Street and Atlantic Way in what is today Sun Valley. 
He gives no indication of the age or affiliation of these graves. A small clearing in the bush 
visible on the 1945 aerial photography suggests that it might still have been identifiable at that 
time but it is not marked on the 1934 topographic map. 

 A graveyard with three named headstones and up to seven other graves marked only by 
sandstone rocks occurs in the Silvermine Valley. It is presently in a serious state of neglect 
(Orton, in preparation). 

 
5.4. Memorials and monuments 
 
Various memorials and monuments occur in the Peninsula including: 
 

 The two remaining Milestones in the study area were once part of a string of such markers 
running between Cape Town and Simon’s Town. Most of those in the South Peninsula had 
disappeared by 1897. Milestones XVI at St James and XIX at Sunnycove are the only two 
remaining in the study area. Evidence suggests that the South Peninsula milestones date to the 
mid-1870s (Walker 2010). 

 The Fish Hoek Garden of Remembrance for those lives lost during the Second World War; 

 Gardens of remembrance at various churches in the Fish Hoek valley, including the Methodist 
and Anglican Churches; 

 The Naval Memorial above Simon’s Town commemorating those who died during the first 
World War (Van Schalkwyk 2006); 

 The Just Nuisance memorial on Jubilee Square, Simon’s Town; 

 The St Francis of Assisi Parish Church Garden of Remembrance in Simon’s Town; and 

 The well-known Camel Rock which, although not a typical memorial, is locally famed for its 
peculiar shape. 

 
5.5. Historical aspects & the built environment 
 
The following historical review is far broader in its scope than the aforegoing sections because 
individual historical resources are generally easily identified and more easily protected. The review 
begins with a brief overview of the historical development of the Far South and its three oldest 
suburbs and then discusses a few significant aspects of the historical environment for each suburb 
as relevant. 
 
5.5.1. South Peninsula historical overview 
 
Historical occupation of the South Peninsula goes back into the late 17th century when Simon van 
der Stel had a mine established in what is now the Silvermine Valley. This was in operation during 
the mid-1680s. A company cattle post was established in the area quite early on and a post house 
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was recorded on maps as being present in Fish Hoek (on the southern end of the beach) from 
1687 (Cobern 1984). This must have indicated a reasonably consistent use of the area already by 
that time. 
 
Various farms were granted in the Noordhoek to Imhoff’s Gift area for the growing of vegetables 
to supply the Dutch East India Company’s ships with other farms following during the British 
occupation of the Cape from the early 19th century onwards 
 
The character of Simon’s Town is inextricably linked to its maritime heritage with the core of the 
town being focused around the harbour precinct and its surrounding naval facilities. Simon van der 
Stel originally considered Simon’s Town as a winter anchorage in 1687 when he visited the area 
but it was only in 1741 that the bay was formally decreed as the winter anchorage (May to 
August); this was precipitated by the many ships lost in winter storms in Table Bay. Simon’s Town 
was first actually used as a winter harbour in 1742, and in 1743, at the suggestion of Baron van 
Imhoff, sites were chosen for the buildings required for the new outpost. A fishing village, 
originally known as Simon’s Vlek, grew around the outpost. The original settlement grew slowly, 
but during the first British occupation the many visits from Royal Navy and merchant ships helped 
boost the local economy and the growth of the village. In time further official buildings were 
added and after the British regained control of the Cape in 1806 the town increased in 
importance. After the commencement of the second occupation, the British continued the use of 
Table Bay as a summer anchorage and Simon’s Bay in winter but in 1814 the naval base was 
formally moved to Simon’s Town (Brock et al. 1976; Fransen 2004, 2006; Simon's Town Historical 
Society n.d.a). 
 
During the Mid-1800s extensions and additions were made to the dockyard largely because of the 
advent of steam ships and the new needs they had when in port. Between 1901 and 1910 the 
harbour was expanded again, this time to accommodate the larger shipping of the day. Further 
extensions and land reclamation at the harbour in the 1970s indicate how the harbour continued 
to play an important role for shipping (Simon's Town Historical Society n.d.a). 
 
Because the town was so strongly focused on its harbour, it developed in an organic manner with 
more emphasis on dock planning than town planning. Simon’s Town was always constrained by its 
position between mountain and sea and as a result, typical development patterns were not 
followed (Robson 2011). 
 
The suburb of Kalk Bay was the next to develop but only during the latter half of the 19th century. 
Kalk Bay was named relatively early on with the name referring to the lime kilns operated there by 
the VOC. The area was used as a whaling station in the early 1800s after whaling was banned from 
Simon’s Town because of the smell. A whaling enterprise was run in the 1820’s and 1830’s from 
Villa Capri (St James). Soon a small settlement of fisherman’s huts formed the nucleus of a village 
to the south. Much of the early development of Kalk Bay was due to the influence of a number of 
Filipino fishermen who settled there from the 1870s. Although it developed so much later than 
Simon’s Town, the two villages share an urban form with uninterrupted rows of buildings along 
the mountain side of their main streets facing the coast and harbour areas (Fransen 2004, 2006). 
 
The settlement took on the character of a village but remained stretched out along the Main Road 
(Figure 13). Dutch Reformed and Anglican churches were built in the 1870s and still exist. A Roman 
Catholic church was built below the main road but was soon demolished when the railway was 
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extended through Kalk Bay in 1883. The first harbour pier was constructed in 1883. By 1900, much 
of the stretch between Muizenberg and Kalk Bay had been built up with larger holiday houses for 
the wealthy, while a small commercial district developed close to the train station. Side roads 
were also added to the village at 90 degrees to the Main Road. Boyes Drive was built in 1920 and 
forms the upper boundary of the village. The 230 m long breakwater was built in 1913 (Fransen 
2004, 2006). 
 

 
 
Figure 13: View of the southern part of Kalk Bay, around the present harbour as seen in 1880. This 
Kalk Bay is very different to the bustling tourist attraction that it is today. Source: Fish Hoek Valley 
Museum. 
 
Kalk Bay retains good examples of its various architectural layers.  Some early thatched cottages 
are still extant, while many of the late 19th and early 20th century villas, many designed by well-
known architects, survive in good condition (Fransen 2006; Walker 2011). 
 
Fish Hoek is perhaps the next oldest suburb but its suburban history only goes back to 1918 when 
the first residential plots were sold (J. Cobern 2003). The majority of older structures in the valley 
are clustered on the lower slopes of the mountain near the southern end of the beach, close to 
the location of the original farm buildings. 
 
Although a number of historical buildings occur in the Far South study area, with the small clusters 
in Glencairn and Kommetjie being notable, the other suburbs all developed during the 20th century 
and have very limited historical interest from the broader (settlement) point of view. 
 
Main Road, which becomes St George’s Street in Simon’s Town, is an important heritage resource 
in its own right, since it was so crucial to the early development of the False Bay coastline and 
indeed the Cape Colony. Gasson (2009) has written a history of Main Road, dividing it into four 
periods. During the Dutch East India Company (DEIC) years (1742 – 1806) the road was no more 
than a sandy track. Soon after establishing the winter anchorage at Simon’s Town the Dutch 
established small defensive positions at Glencairn, Kalk Bay (The Trappies), St James (Pentrich 
Ridge) and Muizenberg (Bailey’s Corner). Tolls were introduced in the 1780’s – at the Cape Town 
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Castle, Kalk Bay and in Simon’s Town – as a means of paying for road maintenance as the DEIC was 
in financial straits and nearly bankrupt. 
 
During the Cape Colonial period (1806/1814 – 1880s) Main Road became a military thoroughfare. 
Louis Thibault was appointed by Lord Charles Somerset to report on proposed improvements to 
the road between Simon’s Town and Muizenberg.  However, the terrain south of Muizenberg 
proved difficult and required more sophisticated means to repair than the road to the 
north. Thibault died in 1815 and the work was directed by his former assistant John Melvill. The 
toll at Kalk Bay (near later Woolley’s Pool) was moved to Muizenberg at this time.  However by 
1839 the road was still not ideal, repair work quickly eroding, and parts of it were still sandy up to 
Muizenberg (Gasson 2009). 
 
The third period was most critical in developing Main Road towards its current appearance and 
character. The key elements of this period were the coming of the steam engine (1883 – 1890), of 
municipal services (1895 – 1913), and finally the internal combustion engine (from 1901):  a 
municipal Main Road was born. The area was discovered by the wealthy who bought land and 
built ‘modern’ summer holiday homes among the small, thatched, whitewashed, traditional 
dwellings (Figure 14). Municipal services sere sunk below the roadway or installed at intervals 
along it. The edges of the roadway were more strictly defined by kerbs and channels in local stone 
and the junction between public space and private property was marked off by boundary walls, 
usually in dressed stone. The road hence became more formal and regulated and was now more 
of an urban corridor (Gasson 2009). 
 

 
 
Figure 14: View of new ‘modern’ homes in the early 20th Century near Braemar Road, St James. 
New houses were inserted between older cotttages. Source: Fish Hoek Valley Museum. 
 
Gasson’s (2009) fourth period is the early municipal years from 1914 to 1930 when several small 
municipalities were incorporated in the Cape Town City Council. Three phases of improvements 
and road widening took place with the road getting to its present dimensions by about 1920. 
Development of the Muizenberg to Kalk Bay stretch was also accelerated at this time. 
 
We now turn to an examination of a selection of significant historical resources in the Far South. 
Those resources that contribute to the character of the area are the focus, since there are far too 
many historical heritage resources to be able to provide a comprehensive overview. The suburbs 
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are examined from northeast in a clockwise direction. Only those suburbs with historical merits 
are mentioned. 
 
5.5.2. St James and Kalk Bay 
 
The coastal suburbs of St James and Kalk Bay contain many significant buildings including the 
following as listed by Fransen (2004): 

 Several worthy heritage structures lie just north of the study area. 

 Rust-en-Vrede, a large Herbert Baker-designed house dates to 1905. 

 Rhodes Cottage lies immediately to the south and was the seaside home of Cecil John Rhodes. 
It was turned into a museum in 1953. 

 The St James beach bathing boxes have long been an attraction of the area and have been the 
subject of many photographs through the years (Figure 15). They are iconic of St James. 

 The Star of the Sea Convent and accompanying Catholic Church are impressive stone 
structures that date back to the earliest years of the 20th century, although the plastered and 
painted newer wing of the school dates to 1929 (Figure 16). 

 

 
 

Figure 15: The bathing boxes of St James as seen in 1920. Source: Fish Hoek Valley Museum. 
 

 The Holy Trinity Anglican Church in Kalk Bay was built of granite in 1874 and is surrounded by 
its graveyard, a feature that gives it a very English feel. Interestingly, the church was funded by 
the Humphreys sisters who asked the architect to model the building on the church in their 
home town of Bristol in England. 

 The Old Dutch Reformed Church is unique for its Gothic revivalist style of architecture and 
dates to 1875 (Figure 17). 

 Although the long row of double storeyed buildings forming the modern-day commercial part 
of Kalk Bay are much altered and, architecturally, not particularly noteworthy, they still make 
for a streetscape of heritage value (Fransen 2006). 

 The Kalk Bay Harbour carries with it much intangible heritage which is of considerable heritage 
value. Some of the Fishing boats that still operate out of Kalk Bay Harbour are said to be in the 
region of one hundred years old  
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Figure 16: The Roman Catholic Church and Star of the Sea Convent in Main Road St James. Source: 
Google Earth Street View. 
 

 
 
Figure 17: The Gothic Revivalist Dutch Reformed Church in Kalk Bay. Source: Google Earth Street 
View. 
 
5.5.3. Fish Hoek 
 
Although a younger suburb, there are a few older houses in the valley. These include the PHS of 
Montrose in Clovelly, the Fish Hoek Homestead which was burnt down and rebuilt in 1947 
(Fransen 2004) and a small thatched vernacular cottage near the southern end of the Fish Hoek 
beach which used to be the barn of the Fish Hoek Farm (M. Cobern 1984). It is now surrounded by 
larger modern buildings. Fish Hoek also had an outspan, immortalised for a time in what was the 
Outspan Hotel. This lay in the older part of the village but the building has now been altered to the 
appearance of a semi-modern structure. The Jager Walk (popularly known as the “Catwalk”) was 
built in 1932 and 1933 and, although altered from its original state, can be considered a heritage 
resource. 
 
5.5.4. Glencairn and Welcome Glen 
 
Several houses of some eighty to one hundred years of age stand along the southern edge of Glen 
Road (Figure 18) but because they are interspersed with modern buildings of lesser architectural 
merit the cluster only forms a streetscape of moderate value. One significant historical resource 
located in Glencairn is the old glass factory that, because of its ruinous state, was discussed under 
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Section 5.2 above. Further up Glen road is Welcome Glen which surrounds the old farm house of 
that area known as Welcome Cottage. The house was likely built between 1812 and 1815 but has 
been much altered (Fransen 2004). It is a declared PHS. 
 

 
 
Figure 18: Early 20th century view of Glencairn showing the first houses hugging the foot of the 
mountain. Source: Fish Hoek Valley Museum. 
 
5.5.5. Simon’s Town 
 
It is the awkward nature of the terrain in which Simon’s Town is built and the organic manner in 
which it evolved around its port that have given the town so much of the character and charm that 
it has. A walk down the winding thoroughfare that is St George’s Street, the main road of the 
town, reveals many small alleyways that run up the hill between historical buildings; many of them 
end in flights of stone steps (Figure 19). Many of the commercial buildings in the town centre are 
Victorian or else have been Victorianised. The earlier appearance was very different (Figure 20). 
 

 
 
Figure 19: View up Union Street, Figure 20: View of Simon’s Town as painted by Charles  
one of Simon’s Town’s alleyways, D’Oyly in 1833. Apart from a few thatched Cape Dutch  
in 1910.Source: Fransen (2004: houses, the majority of buildings have a uniformity in their 
title page).    flat roofs and architectural Style. Source: Hansen (2006: 106). 
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A large number of historical buildings is preserved in Simon’s Town (Fransen 2004). There is little 
merit in listing these but a few of the more important aspects of local heritage are listed here: 
 

 A poorly known aspect of Simon’s Town’s history is the earlier existence of an extensive 
village, known as Luyolo, on the slopes of the mountain to the north of the town and the start 
of the Red Hill Road. It was located in the valley where the Kelp Factory currently lies (Figure 
21). Unfortunately the forced removals of the Apartheid Regime resulted in complete 
demolition of the village. The original inhabitants of the township came from the Eastern Cape 
in the late 1800s to work on the railway line that was being built at that time. Many 
subsequently found work in the Simon’s Town dockyard and stayed on at Luyolo. The vacant 
land still preserves the terraces on which the houses were built (Viv 2013). 

 

 
 
Figure 21: Aerial view of the Luyolo Township in 1945 (Job 203B). The many small dwellings can be 
seen in mid-picture. A = the Lower North battery site, while B = the Red Hill Road. The inset shows a 
view of the village with its terraced building platforms. Inset source: Viv (2013). 
 
 

 Above Simon’s Town, on top of Red Hill, is another area that was subjected to forced removals. 
The village at Brooklands dates back originally to the late 19th century (Hart 2004b). A number 
of stone and brick ruins are still preserved. 

 The core of Admiralty House was built during the 18th century but many changes and 
modifications have occurred through the years, most notably during the mid- to late 1800s 
(Fransen 2004). Admiralty house is also a PHS. 

 Simon’s Town had an aerial cableway built in 1903 for transporting patients to and from the 
sanatorium which was at the top of the hill above the town. The towers are still present as is a 
stone footpath (Van Schalkwyk 2006). 

A 

B 
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 A number of beautiful buildings exist along St George’s Street. Fransen (2004) sees the British 
Hotel as the most significant. Although already extant in 1890, the building has a characteristic 
Victorian façade designed by local architect John Parker in 1897/1898. Other similar buildings 
line the mountain side of the road in this area and make for a wonderful step back in time 
(Figure 22). 

 

 
 
Figure 22: View of numbers 94 (on the left), 92 (painted blue) and 90 St George’s Street showing 
the characteristic late 19th and early 20th century architecture for which St George’s Street is 
famed. Source: Google Earth Street View. 
 

 The 7.5 m high Martello Tower was built in 1796 as a defensive position and is thought to be 
the first building built by the British in South Africa (Fransen 2004). It is a declared PHS. 

 At the southern extremity of the Simon’s Town part of the study area is the farm known as 
Rocklands. This farm has a house that was probably built in the early 19th century but given a 
flat roof and new windows in the mid-19th century (Fransen 2004). Hart and Finnegan (2013) 
recognise the farm as having a strong rural character imparted by the agricultural fields and 
dry stone walls and the charming historic homestead overlooking them. The setting of the 
farm and its dwelling is unparalleled in the Peninsula with a steep, unspoiled mountain 
backdrop. The original track to Miller’s Point also survives on the lower slopes of the property 
adding to the overall significance of the farm. This site has been the subject of a string of 
development applications (Hart & Finnegan 2013) but the developers have not been successful 
(Saffer 2014).  

 
It should be noted that Simon’s Town contains a large number of PHSs. 
 
5.5.6. Misty Cliffs 
 
Although Misty Cliffs is not an old suburb, the 1934 topographic map series of the Cape Peninsula 
indicates an “Old convict camp” there (Figure 23). The feature was still visible on the 1945 aerial 
photography. The 1942 map indicates the ‘camp’ but does not name it, while by 1962 the feature 
is absent entirely. Nothing further of this feature could be discovered but it has been 
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memorialised in the name of the single road that links the upper houses to the main road: Old 
Camp Road. 
 
 

 
 
Figure 23: 1934 topographic map extract showing the Old Convict Camp at what is now Misty 
Cliffs. 
 
5.5.7. Witsands 
 
Although not a suburb, this area deserves a mention for the fact that there was once a settlement 
located northeast of the beach (Figure 24). There may well be archaeological remains of this 
settlement preserved. Evidence of the historical agricultural lands is evidenced by the large 
grassed areas not yet reclaimed by indigenous vegetation. 
 
5.5.8. Kommetjie 
 
The majority of the buildings in Kommetjie are modern with only a handful of heritage structures 
surviving. 

 A significant cluster of four sandstone houses occurs along the west-facing beachfront north of 
the ‘Kom’ (Figure 25). These were built by the Italian Joseph Rubbi and designed by Ernst 
Seeliger. The houses were for the Seeliger, Benning, Teubes and Rubbi families who were 
among the first to own plots in the newly laid out village in the very first years of the 20 th 
century (Friends of the Kommetjie Library 2002). 

 The wireless station located in what is now Wireless Road ceased operation in 1960. However, 
the site remains and the station served its purpose during World War Two. It had earlier been 
established at Slangkop (in 1911) but was moved after the First World War because of poor 
reception there (Friends of the Kommetjie Library 2002). 

 Above Kommetjie there lies the remains of a World War Two camp and a radar station known 
as the Union Defence Experimental Station Cobra. It is now, sadly, in a state of ruin. 
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Figure 24: 1945 aerial photograph (Job 203B) of the ‘Ocean View’ settlement prior to construction 
of the Soetwater to Ocean View road (yellow dashed line). Inset shows a modern aerial view of the 
same area. 
 

 
 
Figure 25: View of the rear of the first four stone houses on the Kommetjie beachfront as seen in 
1905. Source: Friends of the Kommetjie Library (2002:31). 
 

N 
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5.5.9. Imhoff’s Gift and Sunnydale 
 
These two areas have one significant heritage site each, their original farmsteads: 
 

 Imhoff’s Gift farm was granted in 1743 and a house was likely built after 1765. The farmhouse 
burnt down in 1958 and was rebuilt in somewhat different form. However, some outbuildings 
survived and the overall werf is a valuable heritage resource (Fransen 2004). 

 Poespaskraal, the farm house at Sunnydale, was likely built after 1759 (Figure 26). It has since 
been altered somewhat and has a newer gable (Fransen 2004). The house is a PHS. 

 The Brakkloof Homestead above Sun Valley is likely mid-19th century in age but has been much 
altered (Kaplan 2001) and now recently rennovated. 

 
 

 
 

Figure 26: View of the Poespaskraal Homestead. Source: Midgley (1975:16). 
 
5.5.10. Noordhoek 
 
Noordhoek only developed as a residential suburb very late and was a farming community until 
that time. Even though it is virtually completely gone, this agricultural history has given Noordhoek 
much of what it is valued for today. The highlights of the remaining heritage in Noordhoek include: 

 The Noordhoek Common, the vacant land between Silvermine Road and Noordhoek Main 
Road and the still functional farm at the bottom of Sleepy Hollow Lane are undoubtedly 
Noordhoek’s most important heritage assets. These remnants of the agricultural past 
contribute much to the character of Noordhoek. 

 The trees of Noordhoek, in particular its old oak and stone pine trees (Figure 27) are of 
heritage value. 
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Figure 27: View towards the north at the southwest corner of what is today’s Avondrust Circle. A 
number of trees in the left hand row are still extant. Source: Fish Hoek Valley Museum. 
 

 A number of early buildings lie scattered throughout Noordhoek (Orton 2014) but, sadly, few 
are in particularly prominent positions in the local landscape. Perhaps the most important 
older buildings are: 

o The large T-shaped house in the lower part of the De Goede Hoop Estate (possibly pre-
1852 from survey diagrams; Orton 2014); 

o The buildings of the Dutch Reformed Mission school and church (pre-1920 from survey 
diagrams; Orton 2014); 

o The house at Shady Oaks on Noordhoek Main Road (dated 1863; Orton 2007); 
o The main house at the Chapman’s Peak Caravan Park (certainly 19th century); and 
o The house at 8 Sleepy Hollow Lane (pre-1922 from survey diagrams). 

 Sir Drummond Chaplin’s Herbert Baker-designed mansion lies high up in the Noordhoek Valley 
in the heart of what is now the De Goede Hoop Estate. The estate is divided into large lots of 
approximately 20 000 m2 each. The property size and great number of trees extant on the 
estate help retain a significant rural character to this part of Noordhoek. Unfortunately the 
estate is access controlled such that the rural character cannot be enjoyed by the public. The 
estate is a declared Provincial Heritage Site. 

 An important node in Noordhoek is its southern ‘gateway’ at which several historical buildings 
lie clustered, the last remaining cluster of old buildings in the village (Figure 28). The right hand 
cottage in Figure 28, which was named Delville No. 1, has strong linkages to the South African 
National War Monument in Delville Wood, France, and the messages on the side gables 
memorialize the South African casualties in the First World War (Finnegan & Orton 2007b). 
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Figure 28: View towards the southeast showing two of the historical buildings in the southern 
‘gateway’ to Noordhoek as seen in 1945. Source: Fish Hoek Valley Museum. 
 
5.6. Natural heritage 
 
The Cape Peninsula is widely regarded as an area of great natural beauty. Much of the 
undeveloped land is protected within the TMNP and the Park is one of the eight components of 
the Cape Floral Region Protected Areas World Heritage Site serial nomination. The declaration as a 
World Heritage Site was made in 2004 (UNESCO 2014a). The TMNP forms an integral part of the 
Cape Peninsula, since the vast majority of the Peninsula’s rocky spine lies within the park and thus 
within the World Heritage Site. It has been acknowledged that development pressure is one of the 
biggest threats to the site, along with fire and the uncontrolled spread of alien vegetation, both of 
which, of course, are more prevalent in developed areas. 
 
5.7. Scenic routes 
 
The great beauty of the Far South is conducive to the existence of scenic routes. Scenic routes are 
generally main roads, but smaller roads can also be worth protecting for the scenic experience 
they have to offer. Of course Chapman’s Peak Drive, itself a worthy heritage site for its early  
technical road-building expertise, is world-renowned. Of note here though, is that, although the 
character of the road changes markedly once it enters Noordhoek, this area is scenic for a very 
different set of reasons and this helps maintain the integrity of Chapman’s Peak Drive as a scenic 
route. The ‘entry’ and ‘exit’ points of any scenic route must, therefore, also be considered 
important in order to maintain the integrity of the route as a whole. The entire circuit of the 
Peninsula, of which Chapman’s Peak Drive is just a part, is without doubt an important scenic 
route, although short sections have been compromised by recent development, particularly the 
area around Sunnydale and Sun Valley. The route begins as the M4 along the False Bay coast 
running from St James, through Simon’s Town to the entrance of the Cape Point section of the 
TMNP and then continues as the M65 to Sun Valley before joining the M6 to Chapman’s Peak. 
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5.8. Cultural landscape, heritage character and sense of place 
 
Cultural landscapes are perhaps the most important type of heritage resource in the context of 
the present project, both because they constitute a major draw-card for tourism in the Far South 
and because they are so easily disturbed. It is very important to understand what cultural 
landscapes are in order to understand how they need to be conserved. A few definitions and 
statements about cultural landscapes are presented here: 
 

 "A geographic area, including both cultural and natural resources and the wildlife or domestic 
animals therein, associated with a historic event, activity, or person or exhibiting other cultural 
or aesthetic values" (Birnbaum 1994:1). 

 “Cultural Landscapes provide a sense of place and identity; they map our relationship with the 
land over time; and they are part of our national heritage and each of our lives. They are sites 
associated with a significant event, activity, person or group of people. They range in size from 
thousands of acres of rural land to historic homesteads. They can be grand estates, farmlands, 
public gardens and parks, college campuses, cemeteries, scenic highways, and industrial sites. 
They are works of art, narratives of cultures, and expressions of regional identity” (TCLF 2014). 

 “Combined works of nature and humankind, they express a long and intimate relationship 
between peoples and their natural environment” (UNESCO 2014b). 

 “They are illustrative of the evolution of human society and settlement over time, under the 
influence of the physical constraints and/or opportunities presented by their natural 
environment and of successive social, economic, and cultural forces, both external and 
internal” (ICOMOS 2009). 

 
The cultural landscape is what gives a place its character and sense of place. Importantly, as can be 
seen from the quotes above, cultural landscapes are the product of various factors that are 
inextricably linked through their spatial relationship – it is for this reason that they are presented 
last in this review: all the foregoing resources make contributions. These factors include but are 
not limited to: 
 

 Natural landscape setting (topography and substrate conditions); 

 Vegetation patterns, both natural (in this case the Fynbos) and anthropogenic (e.g. plantations, 
agricultural lands, tree lines and avenues); 

 Extant heritage resources, particularly historical ones (e.g. historic structures, walls and roads); 
and 

 Other, sometimes not overly desirable, more recent anthropogenic interventions in the 
landscape such as roads, fence lines and power lines. 

 
Because of the physical form of the Cape Peninsula as described in Section 4, the cultural 
landscapes of the south peninsula are conditioned largely by their placement in the landscape. The 
landscape has also contributed to the rather different layouts of the various suburbs and resulted 
in multiple nodes of urban development between undeveloped natural areas, the latter largely 
falling within the Table Mountain National Park. In some areas, however, agricultural activities also 
play a role. Here we describe the natural and man-made landscapes encountered in the Far South, 
highlighting those features that make each area special and contribute to its sense of place. 
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5.8.1. St. James and Kalk Bay 
 
These two suburbs are inextricably linked through their unique setting between sandstone cliffs to 
the west and the rocky shore of False Bay to the east.  A narrow strip of relatively flat land occurs 
between the mountain and the sea; it is occupied largely by the Main Road and railway line and, to 
the west of these transport routes, is also the most densely built up area (Figure 29). The urban 
fabric (mostly residential) becomes sparser with increased elevation and is contained between 
Main Road and Boyes Drive higher up. 
 

 
 
Figure 29: View towards the south along St James Main Road with the railway line, then still a 
single track, to the left. The photograph dates to 1900. Source: Fish Hoek Valley Museum. 
 
Both these suburbs are well known for the many heritage buildings they contain as reviewed 
above. These buildings are clustered along Main Road and provide a special character to this 
route. St James is dominated by residential mansions, while Kalk Bay Main Road is strongly 
commercial. The latter has a crowded feeling to it because the upper floors of most buildings 
extend to the street edge, supported by pillars. A variety of small side streets and alleyways add to 
the cluttered feel and the harbour contributes the busyness of the fishing industry. The character 
of Kalk Bay in particular has resulted in the area becoming a very popular tourist destination. The 
fishing and maritime theme is perpetuated there by the fact that most buildings face out over 
False Bay and because the village feels as though it is ‘huddled’ around the harbour. 
 
5.8.2. Clovelly 
 
Clovelly is a predominantly southwest-facing quiet residential suburb with a backdrop of cliffs and 
steep topography to the north. It overlooks the Fish Hoek valley and the Silvermine River and 
wetlands to the south.  A significant feature of the area is the Clovelly golf course, located in the 
lower lying flatter part of the suburb where the Silvermine River valley opens up. The suburb is 
essentially modern and has little special character. 
 
5.8.3. Fish Hoek 

 
Fish Hoek lies mostly in a historically sand dominated valley stretching from Fish Hoek beach in the 
southeast towards Sun Valley in the northwest. It is enclosed to the north and south by 
mountains. The road layout is in an interesting hexagonal design which is markedly unlike the 
typical grids of towns with a greater time depth. Although early development centred strongly on 
the lower slopes of Elsie’s Peak close to the beach, modern construction methods have meant that 
far steeper ground is now also covered in houses. The newer houses tend to be larger and more 
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dominant than their older neighbours such that little sense of a historic settlement can be 
obtained. Nevertheless, two neighbouring properties on Simon’s Town Road are declared PHSs. 
Fish Hoek Main Road, the original commercial hub of the village, has sadly lost much of its earlier 
character through destruction of 1940s buildings that have been replaced by insensitively 
designed commercial structures (Figures 30 & 31). Most of the western end of the valley has been 
relatively recently developed with extensive late 20th century expansion being particularly obvious 
in the northern part close to Skildergatkop. 
 

  
 
Figure 30: The southern end of Fish Hoek Main Figure 31: The southern end of Fish Hoek Main  
Road in 1985. Source: J. Cobern (2003:65).  Road in 2009. Source: Google Earth Street 
       View. 

 
5.8.4. Glencairn Heights 
 
Glencairn Heights is a relatively new residential development on the south west facing slopes of 
Elsies Peak, overlooking Glencairn and the Else River. There is a small commercial node on the 
corner of Main Road and Glencairn Expressway. The suburb does not have any particular character 
but its unfortunate town planning, which has seen houses constructed very high up the slope, has 
resulted in an impact to the quiet, humble sense of place that pervades the vicinity of Glen Road 
across the valley. 

 
5.8.5. Glencairn 

 
The original houses in Glencairn were built along the foot of the hill overlooking the Else River.  
The suburb is mostly residential, except for the hotel and restaurant near the coast just above 
Main Road. The fact that development has stayed very low on the slope gives the suburb a sense 
of humility and subservience to the natural landscape which is not present in other suburbs. The 
newer development known as Cairnside to the east and overlooking False Bay extends significantly 
higher up the mountain and, with its generally very large facades, forms an unappealing visual 
effect on the steep slope there. Its visual impact is made all the more intrusive by its prominence 
as one travels southwards around Elsie’s Peak. 
 
5.8.6. Da Gama Park & Welcome Glen 
 
These two suburbs lie up the valley from Glencairn and are essentially modern with Da Gama Park 
being a naval suburb. This has resulted in most houses being built according to one of a limited set 
plans. Welcome Glen has developed around the historical farm house such that the rural setting of 
this house has now been lost. There are a large number of stone pines in the Else River valley 
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below Welcome Glen and these, despite their uninteresting context, do add a small element of 
timelessness to the landscape. 
 
5.8.7. Simon’s Town 
 
Simon’s Town is situated on the lower north-east facing slopes of Simonsberg mountain 
overlooking its harbour. The harbour area, as has been the case for two hundred years, is 
dominated by the Navy. The town is attractive with the main road lined, mostly on the mountain 
side, by many historic buildings. Despite the almost continuous Naval use of the coastal strip, 
there are links where the public can access the ocean. Like Kalk Bay, Simon’s town is an important 
tourist destination with its heritage character again being a draw card. 
 
5.8.8. Murdock Valley 
 
This southern part of Simon’s Town is essentially modern with the very first roads just evident on 
the 1945 aerial photograph. A strip of slightly earlier houses was already present below the M4 
road, however. 
 
5.8.9. Scarborough 
 
Scarborough is also a modern suburb; the 1945 aerial photograph shows one or two houses and 
some informal, sandy tracks leading off the main road which already passed through the area. It 
overlooks the ocean and, because of the relatively low-key nature of most of the houses, it is 
dominated by the natural scenic environment in which it finds itself. 
 
5.8.10. Misty Cliffs 
 
Misty Cliffs is a very small residential suburb located on a steep slope overlooking the ocean. 
Although entirely modern, it is so small as to form more of an interest point than a blight along the 
scenic route that is the M65 passing through it. It has a dramatic backdrop of cliffs but the charm 
of the area has, in recent times, been spoiled by the introduction of inappropriate architecture. 
 
5.8.11. Kommetjie 
 
Kommetjie is situated on a relatively large flat area of land and is orientated towards the north-
west. It is a popular surfing spot with an attractive white sand beach – Long Beach. The town is 
mainly residential, with churches, a primary school, and small commercial node on Kommetjie 
Main Road in the centre of the town. A small residential part of Kommetjie occurs on the steeper 
slopes of the mountain behind. The older, south-western part of the village is laid out in a grid 
design and retains plenty of character, particularly as a result of the many milkwood trees 
occurring there. The newer parts of Kommetjie to the northeast are more organic in their 
planning. Newer, upmarket developments, for example Klein Slangkop, have occurred in this 
north-western area and have, to some degree, detracted from the remote qualities that Long 
Beach used to have. 
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5.8.12. Ocean View 
 
Ocean View lies on the west facing lower slopes of the mountain that forms a backdrop to the 
town. It was created to house people who were forcibly removed from their homes in Simon’s 
Town, Glencairn and Noordhoek. As such it is entirely modern. Unlike Kommetjie it is an inland 
suburb with no access to the coast. 
 
 
5.8.13. Imhoff’s Gift 
 
Imhoff’s Gift is a small modern, purely residential suburb situated to the north-east of Ocean View 
on the north side of Kommetjie Main Road, overlooking Wildevoel Vlei. It is neighboured by the 
slightly more recent Blue Water Estate to the west. Sensitive architectural guidelines have resulted 
in a pleasant, homely character in Imhoff’s Gift that is lacking in many modern suburbs. 
 
5.8.14. Capri, Masiphumelele & Sunnydale 
 
All these suburbs are relatively recent and built around the farms of Poespaskraal and Brakkloof. 
Capri occupies a shallow, northwest-facing valley, while Masiphumelele and Sunnydale lie on the 
lower-lying flats above the wetlands. Masiphumelele started out as an informal settlement, but 
with increasing development of formal housing it has become a bustling suburb. 
 
5.8.15. Sun Valley, Lake Michele & Crofter’s Valley 
 
These three modern suburbs occupy the central portion of the Fish Hoek – Noordhoek Valley. Sun 
Valley was built on a triangular piece of old farmland, while Lake Michelle is focussed around the 
old Noordhoek Salt Pan and Crofter’s Valley occupies the hillside overlooking the Pan and, in the 
distance, Noordhoek Beach. While the south-eastern side of Lake Michelle, the first side to be 
established, was developed in such a way as to offer very limited impacts to the surrounding 
natural landscape, the later north-western side has, through poor planning, resulted in visual 
impacts to the scenic route and World Heritage Site of which TMNP is a part. Crofter’s Valley, too, 
has resulted in visual impacts because some of the highest houses border on Ou Kaapse Weg 
spoiling the stunning views of the Noordhoek Beach and wetlands. Unfortunately, further 
development is due to occur on the opposite, eastern side of Ou Kaapse Weg which will further 
erode the value of the scenic landscape. 
 
5.8.16. San Michele and Noordhaven 
 
Although San Michelle is older, these two suburbs have become joined. Noordhaven was built 
over some of the last few remaining farms in the Noordhoek Valley. While San Michelle has the 
unassuming but generally also unappealing character expected of 1970s developments, 
Noordhaven, with its large modern houses tends to be somewhat overwhelming. 
 
5.8.17. Noordhoek 
 
Noordhoek is a low lying residential suburb situated in a wide valley at the foot of Chapman’s Peak 
to the northwest and Noordhoek Peak to the north. The Atlantic Ocean and Noordhoek beach lie 
to the west. Most of the suburb is contained within a well-treed valley with a rural atmosphere, 
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but along Noordhoek Main Road there is a small upmarket commercial node with a hotel, shops 
and restaurants. 
 
Noordhoek is the only part of the Far South to retain characteristics of its strong agricultural 
heritage (Figure 32). The fertile granitic soils were ideal for farming and the valley’s agricultural 
roots go back to the mid-18th century.  Reminders of this are the Noordhoek common and the 
open ground between Silvermine Road and Noordhoek Main Road. There are also many small 
holdings in the valley that are utilised predominantly for equestrian activities. The productive 
farming heritage is all but lost, except for the single remaining commercial farm in the south-
western part of the valley and the Cape Point Vineyards in the northeast. The latter adds a new 
layer to the agricultural history of the area, which was traditionally focussed on vegetable farming. 
The transition from agriculture to residential is relatively recent but the retention of so many 
green elements in the landscape has resulted in a special character that is supporting the growth 
of tourism in the valley. 
 

 
 
Figure 32: Aerial view of the Noordhoek Valley showing the remaining undeveloped old farm lands 
(yellow ovals), the two productive farms (red ovals) and the main roads in the area. 
 

6. DISCUSSION  
 
The above review has shown that, despite extensive destruction of heritage resources over the 
last few centuries, there is still much intact heritage in the Far South. Interestingly, some of this 
heritage comprises new layers that have been added as a result of changing land use. 
 
While palaeontological resources have not been much explored in the peninsula, the Stone Age 
archaeological story is, sadly, almost exclusively one of loss. The majority of preserved Stone Age 
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archaeological sites in the Peninsula lie within the Cape Point section of the TMNP and even those, 
with increasing visitor numbers, are likely to experience ongoing degradation though indirect 
impacts. Expansion of development around the present urban areas is not likely to result in highly 
significant impacts to archaeological resources, although in some cases material could be located 
that requires some form of archaeological mitigation. Low density background scatter could be 
expected occasionally. Of more concern is the increasing potential for secondary impacts that 
occur through the escalation in visitor numbers to certain archaeological sites. Such sites are 
generally the most tangible ones such as rock shelters and scatters of larger (c.f. ESA) artefacts. 
Peer’s Cave is, of course, an obvious example where graffiti has been cleaned from the walls 
several times and vagrants have taken up residence there.3 Isolated human burials are likely to be 
exposed by development from time to time with any areas retaining coastal dunes likely to be the 
most sensitive. 
 
As demonstrated by recent work in Simon’s Town, that area is sensitive from a historical 
archaeological point of view. Densification within the village could result in more historical 
middens and dumps being exposed. Parts of Noordhoek could also be sensitive, but since the 
valley was, historically, an agricultural area, these remains are likely to be sporadic. 
 
While memorials, monuments and most graveyards are unlikely to be affected by residential 
expansion, it is notable that at least two graveyards in the Crofter’s Valley area appear to have 
been built over in recent decades. It is not known whether they were exhumed prior to being 
developed. 
 
There are a few historical houses that could be of concern. These generally lie on larger properties 
that could be considered for rezoning and subdivision. A recent case in point is the Brakkloof 
homestead above Sun Valley which has in fact been restored and retained within the surrounding 
development but has lost its rural context. Insensitive alterations to buildings greater than 60 
years of age (and hence protected by the NHRA) are also a concern whether this happens in 
conjunction with new development or simply through densification and alterations to individual 
erven. The False Bay suburbs contain the majority of older buildings and it is generally those 
structures dating from the 1940s and earlier that possess heritage character. Efforts should be 
made to retain as many as possible of such buildings in their original form, especially where they 
occur in clusters. Although the historic (1920s to 1940s) core of Fish Hoek has many new buildings, 
there are many fine examples of early-mid-20th century houses that should not be disregarded 
when it comes to heritage character. 
 
The natural heritage of the Far South is protected in the TMNP which is part of the Cape Floral 
Region Protected Areas World Heritage Site. However, it is clear that development pressure will 
result in encroachment onto the boundaries of the TMNP, sometimes in an insensitive manner. 
This has happened at Lake Michelle, for example, where the nature of the development on the 
southeast side is far more recessive in the landscape than that to the northwest where the TMNP 
is bordered by double storey dwellings. Another example is at Glencairn where large modern 
residences have been built on steep slopes overlooking False Bay such that the urban fabric 
dominates the natural mountain environment. Modern technology allows such structures (and 
modern values often demand them), while traditional and local building methods and materials 

                                                        
3 This was the case during a visit by the author in August 2014. 
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(e.g. locally quarried sandstone) resulted in structures that were more respectful of and 
compatible with their landscape settings. 
 
Densification of existing suburbs is generally preferable to increasing urban sprawl in areas that 
still retain rural character but the exception to this is the Noordhoek Valley with its characteristic 
rural cultural landscape. There it is essential that development be planned in such a way as to 
avoid negative impacts to the unique sense of place that pervades there. This applies not only to 
the subdivision of new erven but also to the approval of new dwellings on existing erven – one 
structure built along Noordhoek Main Road in the last decade is strongly out of keeping with the 
cultural landscape of the Noordhoek Valley. Too many such structures will negatively affect the 
sense of place. An HPOZ could be considered for the Noordhoek Valley for its rural cultural 
landscape. This could be of value in protecting the area from insensitive residential development 
and protecting the remaining open spaces and areas of larger cadastrals that are so critical to the 
very identity of Noordhoek. 
 
It is not the purpose of this report to suggest gradings but, because grades inform on the 
management of heritage resources, they can assist with determining development protocols in 
areas where significant resources occur. While numerous heritage resources across the study area 
could have gradings suggested, only a few that are most relevant to the SEA study are suggested 
here – these are the cultural landscapes. Following the HWC grading scheme (Heritage Western 
Cape 2012), three areas of the Far South could be seen as worthy of being considered as Grade 3A 
cultural landscapes. These are: 
 

 The St James to Kalk Bay Main Road with its high concentration of early 20th century 
architecture and the Kalk Bay Harbour; 

 The St Georges Street area of Simon’s Town which has many fine late 19th and early 20th 
century structures and the harbour precinct which has been the reason for Simon’s Town’s 
development and growth over 270 years; and 

 The Noordhoek Valley with its strong rural character and very distinctive sense of place. 
Besides the Constantia valley, Noordhoek is the only suburb left in the Peninsula to possess a 
rural character. It is notable that the De Goede Hoop Estate with its 2 ha properties was 
declared a PHS in 1992. 

 
This level of grading would afford them high local significance and ensure the appropriate level of 
management and respect. Of course the TMNP land falls within the WHS serial nomination which 
means that it is a Grade 1 resource. This high grading determines that appropriate buffers should 
be maintained and that any development that encroaches on the boundaries of the WHS should 
be planned with the greatest of care so as to reduce hard edges and other contextual impacts to 
the natural landscape. 
 

7. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Although the Far South appears to be filling up rapidly, there is certainly, in terms of heritage 
resources, some scope for expansion of urban development. However, infilling and densification 
are strongly preferred over expansion of urban areas. Palaeontological and archaeological 
resources are unlikely to constrain development, but the latter might, from time to time, require 
archaeological mitigation. Further development should always be subject to heritage impact 
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assessments (HIAs) which carefully consider, in particular, sense of place and cultural landscapes. 
Although large numbers of individual heritage resources have been lost over the years, there are a 
number of precincts with higher densities of historical resources and that hold considerable value 
– of particular note are the cultural landscapes along the M6 in St James, Kalk Bay and Simon’s 
Town. Maintaining the remaining charm of the Peninsula should be a key element of future 
development proposals.  
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